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At bello, audacis populi wexatus et armis, 

Hic auld extorris, complexu avulſus Juli, 

Mitis, acerba ferens, ſpectans indigna ſuorum | | 
Fugera : nec cum ſe ſub leges pacis inigue | be 
Tradederat, regno aut optatd pace potitus; 

Sed cadit ante diem, media mactatus arend. 
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To the R EAD ER. 


T HE Fong little Piece contaius 


our two laſt Courants, being thoſe 

z hat were publiſh'd on the 30th of Janu- 
ary, and upon the 5th of this Inſtant 
February; for both which there was ſo 
great a Demand, that they were all ſoon 
diſpoſed of. But frequent Applications 
continuing to be made for theſe two Pa- 
pers, we have been induced to reprimt 
them, as they contain ſome Particulars, 
Anecdotes, and Circumſtances (not taken 
Notice of, by any of our Hiſtorians) re- 
lating to that unparalliclled Deed, the 
fatal Cataſtrophe of King CHARLES 
the Firſt, of ever bleſſed Memory. 


Theſe were communicated to us in a 
Letter, which after a Line or two of 
Introduction, proceeds as iu the enſuing 
Page. 
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A brief Account of the Martyrdom 
of King CHARLES I. &c. 
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A Verſion attempted of the Lines in the Title-Page.. 


Embroiſ'd, and harraſs'd by a Fadtious Race, 
Forc'd from his Throne, and from his Sons Embrace, 

Great Ills he meekly bore ; whilſt on each Plain 

He ſaw his Friends, and loyal Servants ſlain; 

And when—that theſe inteſtine Wars might ceaſe, 

On hard Conditions, he auould purchaſe Peace; 

He, not his Realms, or ſought Repoſe enjoys, 

But 'midſt bis Court untimely murder d lies. 


SHALL omit what that unhappy Mo- 
Es narch underwent during his tedious and 
| = cruel Captivity ; what he ſuffered in be- 
E Ning hurried away from one Priſon to 
| another ; nor ſhall I but barely mention 
his being brought as a Criminal before a Tribunal, where 
ſome of his own Servants, and ſeveral, that were the very 
Dregs of the People, ſat as his Judges. I ſhall paſs over 
the barbarous Inſolencies of their infamous Preſident, and 
the brutal Inſults offered to him by the inſtigated Soldiers, 
ſome cf whom blew the Smoke of Tobacco to his Noſe,. 
a thing ever moſt exceedingly diſagreeable to him ; others 
ſpit in his Face, which he calmly wiped off with his 
Handkerchief, and bore all thoſe inhuman Indignities, 
practiſed both before and after Sentence, with the greateſt 
Meekneſs and Patience, ſtill preſerving a calm and even 
Temper, and his uſual Serenity, Majeſty and Magnani- 
Mity. 5 
5 


ig I ſhall 
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I ſhall, however, mention that Thirty-three Witneſſes 
were procured to teſtify againſt him, viz. A Glover, a 
Plafterer, a Slater, a White-Smith, a Feltmaker, a Maltfter, 
a Weaver, a Ferryman, a Butcher, a Scrivener, a Black- 
Smith, a Vifualler, two Barbers, four Shoemakers, fix 
Huſdandmen, and Nine others, who had the Addition of 
Gent. | | 
Upon their Evidence, this High Court of Juſtice (as theſe 
Wretches ſtiled themſelves) did adjudge That He, the 
ce ſaid Charles Stuart, as a Tyrant, TrayTor, Mur- 


„ DERER, and a PuBLick Extmr, ſhall be put to Death, 
ce by ſevering his Head from his Body.” 


Aſter this was pronounced, the Royal Priſoner was 
immediately dragg'd (as it were) from the Tribunal, and 
not ſuffered (tho' he earneſtly intreated it) to be heard a 
few Words by the Court. | 


Purſuant to this Sentence, his Execution was ordered by 
a Warrant, of which the following is an exact Copy from 


2 Plate, juſt now, moſt accurately engraven from the very - 
Original. | 


At the High Court of Jaſtice for try inge and 
judginge of Charles Steuart Kinge of England 
January xxixth. Anno Dni. 1648. | 


JW Hereas Charles Steuart kinge of England is and 

ſtandeth convicted attaynted and condemned 
of High Treaſon and other high Crymes And Sen- 
tence uppon Saturday laſt was pronounced againſt 
him by this Court to be putt to death. by the ſe- 
veringe of his head from his body Of weh Sentence 
execucẽn yet remayneth to be done, Theſe are 
therefore to will and require you to ſee the ſaid Sen- 
tence executed In the open Streete before Whitehall 
uppon the morrowe being the Thirtieth day of 
this inſtante moneth of January betweene the houres 
of Tenn in the morninge and five in the afternoone 
of the ſame day wth full effect And for ſoe doing 
This ſhall be yo! ſufficient warrant And theſe are to 
require All Officers and Souldiers and other the good 


people 


* 


$i: ol: 
people of this Nation of England to be aſſiſtinge 

unto you in this Service Given under or hands and 
Seales, | | | 


To Collonell Francis Hacker Colonell 
Huncks and Lieutenant Colonell Phayre 
and to every of them. | 


— 


Jo. Bradſhawe 


Tho, Grey 
O. Cromwell 
Edw. Whalley 
M. Liveſey 
ohn Okey 
J. Danvers 
Jo. Bourc 
H. Ireton 
. Tho. Mauleuerer 
Har, Waller 
75 Blakiston 
. Hutchinſon. 
illi. Go 
Tho, Pride Quere 
Pe, Temple 
T. Harriſon 
F. Hewſon 
Hen, Smyth 
Per, Peiham. 
Ri. Deane 
Robert Tichborne. 
H. Eqduwardes 
Daniel Blagrave- 
Owen Rowe 
Willim Puer foy. 
Ad. Scrope 
James Temple 
A. Garland 
Eam. Ludlows. © 


Henry Marten. 
Vinc: Potter 
Um. Conſtable 
Rich. Ingoldesby 


Mill. Cawley. 
Jo. Barketead—ſicOrig: 


Iſaa. Ewer 
— Dixwell 
/alentine Nauton 
Symon Mayne 
Tho. Horton 

« Jones 

ohn Moore—— Quert 
Gilb: Millington. 
G, Fleetwood 
J. Alured 
Robt, Lilburne 
Wil, Say 
Anth, Stapeley 
Gre. Norton 
Tho. Challoner 
Tho. Wogan 


John Venn 


Gregory Clement 
Jo. Downes 
Tho, Wayte 


"Tho, Scot © 


John Carew 
Adiles Corbet 


— —ů— — 


/ | 2 


The King being deſirous not to be interrupted in his 
Ferious Preparations, told Mr. Herbert, (a Gentleman pla- 
ed about him by the Parliament, but {ſo won upon, 
by the King's exceeding Goodneſs, as to become a 
moſt affectionate Servant) that he imagined that 
his Nephew, the Prince Elector, and ſome Noblemen 
would come to viſit him, but that he ſhould let them 
know that his Time was ſhort and precious, and that 
therefore they muſt not take it ill, that he deſired to be 
excuſed from ſeeing them, and that the beſt Office that 
they could then do, was to pray for him. According to f 
this Conjecture, his Electoral Highneſs ; the Duke of Rich- 
mond, the Marqueſs of Hertford, and the Earls of Lind/cy 
and Southampton, having got Permiſſion from the then 
Rulers, came to the King's Bed-chamber-door, where Mr. . « 
Herbert related to them what his Majeſty had given him 
in charge; whereupon they preſented their humble Duties 
to the King, and very ſorrowfully departed. | R@_.. 
About an Hour afterwards, Mr. Herbert going near to 
the Cocł- pit, met with the Earl of Pembroke, who enquiring 
how the King did ? aſked likewiſe, if his Majeſty had re- | 
ceived the Gold-Larum-Watch (which the King, whilſt | - 
at Windſor, had order'd him (Mr. Herbert) to deſire the 
Earl to get made for him). Mr. Herbert told his Lord- 
Yhip, that the King had not received it. The Earl then, 
with much Surprize and Earneſtneſs, aſſured his Couſin 
Herbert, that when his Majeſty was removed to St. James's, 
he (the Earl) met with a conſiderable military Officer, 
going towards the Palace, and-then defired him to deliver 
the Gold-Watch to him (his Couſin Herbert) for him to 
Preſent ta the King, which the ſaid Commander promiſed 
to do.—Mr. Herbert told his Lordſhip, that he had fre- 
my {en that Officer, but that he never mention'd any 
Juch Matter to him, The Earl was much enraged ; but 
as Times then were, durſt not call upon that Officer. 
Mr. Herbert, at his Lordſhip's Peſire, fully related this 
Affair to his Majeſty, who, returning the Earl Thanks, 
Jaid, © Had he not told the Officer it was for me, he a | 
% would probably have delivered it to you, but he well 
« knew how ſhort a Time I ſhould have Occaſion for 
| < it.” It does not plainly appear from Mr. Herbert's 
7 Narrative, Whether this ſame Commander was Harriſon 
or Hacker, but one of them it was; and they were both 
| : executed, 


"” 


1 
executed, as Regicides, ſoon after the Reſtoration of King 
Charles the Second. - - 
On the Evening of that Day, on which Sentence had 
been pronounced, two Soldiers were ordered to be poſted 
in the King's very Bed-chamber, which being told to him, 
he only reply'd with a deep Sigh. However, the Com- 
manding-Officer being earneſtly importuned by Dr. Juæxon 
Biſhop of London, and others, was at length (tho' with 
great Difficulty) prevail'd with to withdraw the two Cen- 
tinels, who would have been a troubleſome Diſturbance 
to the King in his Meditations and preparatory Devotions. 
That ſame Night after Prayers, his Majeſty drew 
from his Finger a Ring, on which was an Emerald ſet 
between two Diamonds, and giving it to Mr. Thomas 
* Herbert, bade him, tho' it was then very late, to go 
| with it to a Lady, who lived in the ſecond Houſe 
on the Right Hand of Cannon-Noau, on the Back of 
King's-Street, Weſftminſier. Mr. Herbert got the Watch- 
word from Col. Tomlinſon, (who was always humane 
and obliging to his Majeſty) by which he paſſed the 
ſeveral Guards, and arrived at the Houſe which the 
| King had deſcribed to him: Being admitted to the Miſtreſs 
of it, and preſenting the Ring to her, ſhe ſaid, Sir, 
2 wg to excuſe my leaving you for a few Minutes,” 
and ſo went out of the Room, but returned immediately, 
and delivered to him a Cabinet, cloſed with Three Seals, 
two whereof were the Royal Arms, and the third, the 
| Figure of a Roman, and deſired him to give that to the Perſon 
2m from whom he received the Ring, (which he left with the 
Lady.) The Word helping him to repaſs all the Centi- 
nels, he came readily back, and gave the Cabinet to the 
King, who told him, that he ſhould ſee it opened on the 
Day following. 
Next Morning when the Biſhop of London had per- 
formed Divine Service, his Majeſty broke the Seals, and 
ſhewed the Biſhop and Mr. Herbert the Contents of the 
Cabinet, which were ſome Diamonds and Jewels, moſtly 
* broken Georges and Garters. * Yau ſee, ſaid he, all the 
„Wealth, now in my Power, to give to my poor dear 
Children.“ ä | 
On Manday, Jan. 29, the Princeſs Elizabeth, juſt Thir- 
teen Years old, and her Brother, the Duke of Gloceſter, 
chen hetween Seven and Eight Years of Age, came to ke 
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their laſt Fare wel of their Father. What was then ſaid 
to them by his Majeſty, and their Replies, having been 
mentioned by ſeveral Writers, ſhall be omitted here. 
The King ſet them both upon his Knees, and told. them 
their ſeveral Duties towards their Mother and Brothers, 
and then gave them all his Jewels, excepting his George, 
(which was an Onyx curiouſly cut and enriched with forty- 


two Diamonds) then praying God Almighty to bleſs 


them, he turn'd about to conceal ſome parental Ten- 


derneſs. The Poor Princeſs wept abundantly, and the 


Infant-Duke cryed ſo lamentably, that it greatly affected 
ſome Parliament-Officers, and the Guard that was juſt 
without the Room. When the Chamber-Door was opened 
for them to retire, his Majeſty returned haſtily from the 
Window, and again embraced them, kiſſed them again, 
bleſſed them, and then they, for ever, parted. The King 
eat and drank very ſparingly that Day, moſt of it being 
paſſed in Prayers and Meditations. The Biſhop of London 
did not leave him till between Seven and Eight that 


Night; and the King deſired him to be early with him 


next Morning. He then took his Leave, and the King 
continued at his Devotions for more than two Hours after- 


wards: He then told Mr. Herbert to bring his Pallet-Bed 
into his Chamber, and to lye there that Night. He next 


order'd what Cloaths he would wear the Day following, 
intending to be as neat as poſſible, as it was to be (as he 


expreſſed it) his ſecond Wedding-Day; and having a 


_m Work to do (meaning his Preparation) ſaid, that 
would be ſtirring much earlier than what he uſed to 
to be. That Night the King had one very ſound Sleep, 
for more than four Hours, and awaking about Five o'Clock 
(Tueſday, Fan, 30.) drew his Curtain to call Mr. Herbert, 
whom he perceived (by the Wax-light that was burning) 
to be much diſturbed in his Sleep. Mr. Herbert ſoon role, 
and as he was dreſſing the King, Herbert, ſaid he, I 
« would know why you were diſquieted in your Sleep? 


Mr. Herbert replied, © May it pleaſe your Majeſty, I was 


„ in a Dream.” What was your Dream? ſaid the 
« King; I would hear it.” “ May it pleaſe your Ma- 
« jeſty, reply'd Mr. Herbert, I dreamed, that as you were 
« making ready, one knock'd at the Bed-chamber-door, 


« which your Majeſty took no Notice of, nor was I wil--. 
& ling to acquaint you with it, apprehending _ — 
; : « Colonel: 


\ 
. 
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4 Colonel Hacker. But knocking the ſecond Time, your 


« Majeſty aſk'd me, if I heard it not? I ſaid, I did; 
« but did not uſe to go without his Order. Why then 
„ go, know who it is, and his Buſineſs. Whereupon I 
« opened the Door, and perceived that it was the Lord 
„ Archbp. of Cant. Dr. Land in his Pontifical Habit, as 
« worn at Court; I knew him, having ſeen him often. 
„ The Archbp. defired he might enter, having ſomething 
« to ſay to the King. I acquainted your Majeſty with 
« his Defire; ſo you bad me let him in; being in, he 
« made his Obeyſance to your Majeſty in the middle of 
« the Room, doing the like alſo when he came near your 
* Perſon, and falling on his Knees, your Majeſty gave him 
« your Hand to kiſs, and took him afide to the Window, 
« where ſome Diſcourſe paſs'd between your Majeſty and 
*« him, and I kept a becoming Diftance, not hearing any 
« Thing that was ſaid, yet could perceive your Majeſty 
« penſive by your Looks, and that the Archbiſhop gave a 
e Sigh; who after a ſhort Stay, again kiſſing your Hand, 
« returned, but with Face all the way towards your Ma- 
« jeſty, and making his uſual Reverences, the third 
« being ſo ſubmiſs, as he fell proſtrate on his Face on the 
« Ground, and I immediately ſtept to him to help him 
« up, which I was then acting, when your Majeſty ſaw me 
te troubled in my Sleep. The Impreſſion was fo lively, 
te that I look'd about, verily thinking it was no Dream. 

« The King ſaid, the Dream was remarkable, but he 
« js dead; yet had he been alive, tis very likely (albeit I 
“ loved him well) I ſhould have ſaid ſomething to him, 
« might have occaſioned his Sigh.” 


His Majeſty then ſaid to Mr. Herbert, . Let me have a 


Shirt more than ordinary to-day, as the Seaſon is ſo 


« ſharp, that it may probably make me ſhake, which 
« ſome may imagine proceeds from Fear: I would have 
4 no ſuch Imputation; I fear not Death; Death is not 
« terrible to me, 1 bleſs God, I am prepared: Death 
« only ſets Men free from the Miſery of this World, and 
« breaks aſunder the Chains of Bondage.” | 
The{Biſhop of London attended his Majeſty that Morning 
exactly at the Hour appointed. The King told Mr, Her- 
bert to give the Prince of Wales his Bible, in which were 
many Marginal Notes in his own Hand- writing; and to 
give to the Duke of York his Silver-Ring-Sun-Dial, ä 
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he much valued : To the Princeſs Elizabeth he ſent Dr. 
Andrewws's (Biſhop of Wincheſter) Sermons, Archbiſhop 
Laud's Conference with Fiber the Jeſuit, and Hooker's Ec- 
eleſiaſtical Polity ; which Books, the King ſaid, would 
ground her againſt Popery.—To the Duke of Gloceſſer, he 
gave King Fames's Works, and Dr. Hammond's Practical 
Catechiſm.—He likewiſe ſent a Bock to the Earl of Lind- 
fey, Lord Great-Chamberlain, and his Gold Watch. ta: 
Mary, Dutcheſs of Richmond. His Majeſty and the Biſhop 
were then in private together for about An Hour: Mr. 
Herbert being afterwards called i, the Biſhop began Di- 
vine Service, and reading for thQ Second Leſſon, the 
Twenty-ſeventh Chapter of St. Mathew, the King, after 
Prayers, thanking the Biſhop for chuſing a Part of Scrip- 
ture ſo proper for the Occaſion, he told his Majeſty, that 
it was the Leſſon for the Day, appointed by the Kalender; 
which gave the King no fall Satisfaction. He then 
again betook himſelf to Prayer, which he concluded, with. 
chearfully ſaying, That he was now ready to refign. 
« himſelf into the Hands of Chriſt Jeſus ; ” and then ex- 
temporarily repeated the th, 7th, and 8th Verſes of 
P/alm xxxi. | | 
Soon afterwards there was a Knocking at the Chamber- 
Door, when the King ſaid, © Herbert, go to the Door; 
* gueſs the Buſineſs.” Then Colonel Hacker came in, 
and trembling, told the King, That it was Time to go- 
to Whitehall. His Majeſty bade him retire, and ſaid, 
«« I will come preſently.” The King then prayed again 
by himſelf, and when he roſe from his Knees, he took the 
Biſhop by the Hand, and ſaid, with great Chearfulneſs, 
« Come, let us go.; —and then order! Mr. Herbert to 
take with him the little Silver Clock, which hung by his 
Bed-fide. | 
They then went out, thorough the Garden, into the 
Park, where the King ſtopping, aſked Mr. Herbert the 
Hour of the Day, and taking the Clock into his Hands, 
looked at it, and giving it Pack to Mr. Herbert, ſaid, 
« Keep this in Memory of me!” The Drums beat as 
they paſſed along; the Biſhop walked on his Majeſty's 
Right Hand, and Colonel Tomlinſon on his Left, and Mr. 
Herbert went cloſe behind ; and the King was pleaſed to 
hold ſome Diſcourſe with Colonel Tomlinſon. When they. 
came to Whitehall, his Majeſty paſſed thro' the Galleries 
g 1 
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to his Bed-chamber, where the Biſhop again went to 
Prayers; after which, the King bade Mr. Herbert bring 
him ſome Bread and Wine; which being brought, he 
broke the Manchet, eat a Mouthful of it, and drank a 
mall Glaſs of Claret, and then told Mr. Herbert what 
Sattin Cap he wquld uſe, which was 3 accordingly. 
The King then addreſſed himſelf to his private Devotions, 
during which, Mr. Herbert told the Biſhop, that his Ma. 
Feſty had ordered him to have a White Sattin Cap ready; 
but as he (Herbert ) could not bear the ſhocking Scene upon 
the Scaffold, he ſhould not be there to preſent it to the 
King when he called for it : — Lordſhip bid 
him to give him the Cap, and told him to wait at the End 
of the Banquetting-Houſe, not far from the Scaffold, to 
be ready to aſſiſt in taking Care of the Royal Corpſe; 
* For (ſaid the Biſhop) that, and his Interment, will be 
“ our laſt Office.” Colonel Hacker came ſoon after- 
wards to the Door of the Bed-chamber, and gave a Signal, 
whereupon the Biſhop and Mr. Herbert, weeping, fell 
upon their Knees; the King then gave them his Hand to 
kiſs, and helped the Biſhop to riſe, for he was aged and 
infirm. Colonel Hacker attending at the Chamber-door, 
his Majeſty took Notice of it, and ſaid, Open the 
„Door, and Bid Hacker go, and I will follow him.” 
The Biſhop and he then walked thorough the Galleries, 
which were crowded with Spectators, bleſſing him, and 
praying for him : The King paſſed along looking with a 
chearful Countenance upon the People and the Guards, 
who did not rebuke the By-Standers, for they themſelves 
ſeemed rather dejected than inſulting. There was a Breach 
made in the Wall of the Banquetting-Houſe, thorough 
which his Majeſty enter'd upon his laſt Stage : But as 
what was done upon the Scaffold, was in Publick, and 
as molt of the Tranſactions and Circumſtances there, have 
been printed, they need not be here repeated. 
On the Scaffold he beheld two Executioners, covered 
with Frocks and Vizards, who were provided with Ro 
and Staple-Rings, to bind him to the Block, in caſe he 
had refuſed to lye down. Theſe his Majeſty ſaw, without 
being in the leaſt moved, but behaved and ſpoke with a 
truly heroic and Chriſtian Fortitude ; and praying that his 
Enemies might repent, and that his Death ſhould not be 
laid to their Charge, he, with great Calmneſs and Com- 


poſure 


— 
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poſure, Tubmitted to that Stroke, which brought him 


inſtant Deliverance, and endleſs Happineſs ; but to theſe 
Nations, laſting Ignominy and indelible Reproach. 
Opinions have much varied concerning that hardened 
Wretch, who by a Diſguiſe, concealed Fom Men, was 
not afraid to ſtretch out his Hand, to deſtroy the Lords's An- 


nointed. Many believed him to have been William Hulet, 


an Officer in the Army; others, that he was Cornet Foyce ; 
nay, ſome have imagined that he was the famous OLIVER 
himſelf. 

But the Publick may be aſſured from very good Au- 
thority, that it was RIcHARD Branpon, at that Time, 


the common Hangman or Executioner at Londen, who 


himſelf died June 20, 1649, (within five Months after 
the Kings Martyrdom) concerning whom, take the fol- 
lowing genuine Particulars. „The Sunday before 
* Brandon died, a young Man of his Acquaintance, being 
& to viſit him, aſk'd him how he did, and whether he 


t was not troubled in Conſcience for cutting off the King's 
« Head? Brandon reply'd, Yes, becauſe . was at the 
“King's Trial, and heard the Sentence denounced againſt 
« him; which cauſed the ſaid Brandon to make this ſolemn 
« Vow or Proteſtation, wiz. wiſhing God to periſh his 
« Body and Soul, if ever he appear'd on the Scaffold to 
« do the Act or lift up his Hand againſt him. And he 
« farther declared, that he was no ſooner entered upon 
« the Scaffold (to do that wicked Act) but immediately 
<« he fell a ra and hath (ever ſince) to his Death 
« continued in the like Agony. He likewiſe confeſs'd 
« that he had 30 J. for his Pains, all paid him in Half- 
« Crowns, within an Hour after the Blow was ftruck : 
« And that he had an Orange ſtuck full of Cloves, and 
« an Handkerchief out of the King's Pocket. As ſoon 
e as he was carried off from the Scaffold, he was prof- 
* fer'd twenty Shillings for that Orange by a Gentleman 
« in Whitehall, but refus'd the ſame, but afterwards ſold 
« it for ten Shillings in Roſemary- lane. About fix o Clock 
« that Night he return'd Home to his Wife living in 
« Re/cmary-lane; and gave her the Money, ſayin $ it was 
« the deareſt Money that ever he carn'd in his Life, which 
« prophetical Words were ſoon made manifeſt. About 
* three Days bc:ore he died (as above-mentioned} he lay 
« Speechleſs, uttering many a Sigh and heavy Groan, and 


« in 


. 
we 
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« in a moſt deplorable Manner departed from his Bed of 


* Sorrow. For his Burial great ſtore of Wine was ſent 


&« in by the Sheriff of the City of London, and a great 
« Multitude of People ſtood waiting to ſee his Corps 
« carried to the Church-yard, ſome crying .out, Hang 
« him, Rogue, bury him in a Dunghill, ola preſſing 
« upon him, ſaying they would Quarter him for executin 
e the King, inſomuch that the Church-Wardens an 
« Maſters of the Pariſh were fain to come for the ſup- 
« preſſing of them; and with great difficulty he was at 
« Jaſt carried to White-chapel Church-yard, having a Bunch 
« of Roſemary at each End of the Coffin and on the 
« Top thereof, with a Rope tied a-croſs from one End 
« to the other. | 

« 'The Man, that waited upon this Executioner wheh 
« he gave the fatal Blow, was a Ragman in Ro/emary-lane.” 

William Hulet, who was tried as a Regicide October 15, 


1660. upon his Defence produced a Paper, with much the 


ſame Contents as above, atteſted and ſigned by Mary Bran- 
don, Wife of Richard Brandon, deceaſed, and by divers 
other Perſons. | | 

The Teſtimony of one John Raoten, a Sheriff's Officer 
was alſo produced, That a little after the King's Execution, 
he was in Roſemary-Lane, drinking with the Hangman, and 
did then and there, urgently aſk him, Whether he did the 
Fact? “God forgive me, (ſaid Brandon I certainly did 
* 

A Stranger being likewiſe examined on this Trial ſaid, 
« I was with my Maſter, in the Company of Brandon the 
« Hangman, and my Maſter aſked Brandon, Whether he 
« cut off the King's Head, or no? And He confeſſed, in 
* my Preſence, That He was the Man that did cut off the 
„ King's Head.” 

William Cox, another Evidence produced, ſaid, That 
« when my Lord Capel, Duke Hamilton, and the Earl of 
« Holland were beheaded in the Palace-yard in Weſtminſter, 
* my Lord Capell aſked the common Hangman, ſaid he, 
« Did you cut of my Maſter's Head? Yes, faith he, 
«© Where is the Inſtrument that did it? He then brought 
« the Axe. Is this the ſame Axe? are ſure? ſaid my 
* Lord. Yes, my Lord, faith the Hangman, I am v 
* ſure it is the ſame. My Lord Capell took the Axe and 
« kiſſed it, and gave him Five Pieces of Gold, I heard 

6c him 
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« him ſay, Sirrah, wert not thou afraid ? Said the Hang- 
„man, They made me cut it off, and I had Thirty Pound 
for my Pains.” 


After that fatal Stroke, which ſevered the King's Head 
from his Body, and involved theſe Nations in the utmoſt 
Guilt and Iniquity, the Blood was eagerly catched by ſe- 
veral Perſons, tho' from different Intentions ; ſome, in 
Triumph and Inſult, as a Trophy of their Succeſs ; by 
others, it was preſerved with Reſpect and Reverence, as a 
Relique and Memorial of the martyr'd King. 

The Biſhop of Londen, with ſome Attendants, brought 
the Royal Corps from the Scaffold into the Banquetting- 
Houſe, where it was, for the preſent, put into a Coffin, 
and covered with a Black Velvet Pall, and carried into a 
Chamber near to the Back-Stairs. 

After the Body had been placed in that Apartment, 
Mr. Herbert (as he mentions in his Account of this fatal 


Tragedy) met with the Lord-General Fairfax, who (as 


He believed) had not been in the Secret, as to the bloody 
Scene that Morning exhibited, but had been cajoled, and 
kept by ſome of the Officers in the Army, in Major Tho- 
mas Harriſen's Apartment in Whitehall, at the higher-end 
of the Gallery, looking towards the Privy-Garden. The 
General ſeeing Mr. Herbert, immediately aſked him, 
4 How the King did?“ whereupon Mr. Herbert looking 
very ſtrangely upon him, told him, that the King was be- 
headed; upon which the Lord Fairfax ſeemed to be in the 
utmoſt Amazement and Conſternation. Mr. Herbert 
walking with the Biſhop of Landon farther in the Gallery, 
met another great Commander, who knew ſomewhat 
more of the Matter; for Oliver Cromavel] there accoſting 
them, told them, unaſked, That they ſhould ſpeedily 
have Orders for the King's Burial.” ; 

The Royal Corps was afterwards removed to St. James's, 
in order to be embalmed ; but we are told by Doctor 
Nalſon (in his Account of this High Court of Juſtice) 


4 That the Malice of the King's Enemies ended not with 


« his Life: For when his Body was carried to St. James's 
< to be opened, they directed their Empiricks to ſearch 
« for ſuch Symptoms as might diſgrace his Perſon or 
« his Poſterity ; but herein they were prevented by an 
ce honeſt Intruder, who gave a juſt Account of his ſound 
« and excellent Temperament.” Lord 
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Lord Clarendon likewiſe ſays, © That the King was 
« beheaded in the forty-ninth Year of his Age, and when 
he had ſuch excellent Health, and ſo great Vigour of 
« Body, that when his Murtherers cauſed him to be 
« opened (and ſome of them were preſent, avith great 
« Curioſity) they confeſſed and declared, that no Man 
« ever had all his vital Parts ſo perfect, and unhurt ; and 
that he ſeemed to be of ſo admirable a Compoſition and 
« Conſtitution, that he would probably have lived, ns 
long as Nature could ſubſiſt.“ 3 

The Body being embal med, and nailed up in a Coffin, 
was then wrapp'd in Lead, and covered with a new Vel- 
vet Pall, and remained, for ſome time, at St. James's, 
when much Doubt aroſe where to bury it, as his Majeſty 
had never named any Place, or expreſſed a particular De- 


fire or Inclination as to his Interment. The Biſhop and 


Mr. Herbert, at length, agreed that King Henry the Seventh's 
Chapel was the propereſt Place for the King's Burial, as he 
was lineally deſcended from that Monarch : They accord- 
ingly applied to thoſe in Power, for Leave to bury him 
there, but this Requeſt was denied. They therefore, from 
certain very juſt Conſiderations and Motives, made a ſe- 
cond Application for Permiſſion to bury his Majeſty at 


Windſor : This, after ſome dilatory Deliberation, was at 


length complied with, and an Order for the ſame, was 
given to Mr. Herbert and Mr. Anthony Mildmay, provided 
that the Expence of the Funeral ſhould not exceed Five 
Hundred Pounds. 


On Wedneſday, February the 7th, the Royal Corps 


being delivered to the two juſt mentioned Gentlemen, 
they cauſed it to be put into an Herſe covered with Black 


Velvet, which was drawn by fix Horſes with Black Cloth 
Trappings, to Wina/or, the ſame being followed by about 
a Dozen Gentlemen and their Servants, all- in proper 
Mourning ; moſt of them being thoſe, wi:o had been 
his 1 Attendants, after his Removal from News- 
Cie. 

. their Arrival at Wind/or, the Governor (Colonel 
Whitchcot ) was ſhewn the Order of- the Committee, for 
him to permit Mr. Herbert and Mr. Milamay to bury the 
King, any where within the Caſtle that they ſhould think 
proper.— The Body was then brought into the Dean's 
Houſe, which was hung with Black, and it was next re- 
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moved into that Room which had uſually been the King's 
Bed-chamber within the Palace. 

The Gentlemen afterwards repaired to St. George's 
Chapel, to find out the moſt proper Place wherein to in- 
terr the King's Body. After ſeveral Conſultations, they 
agreed upon the Vault where King Edward the Fourth had 
been depoſited, being on the North Side of the Choir, 
near to the Altar: Orders were accordingly given to open 
that Burying-place ; which whilſt the Workmen were do- 
ing, there arrived the Duke of Richmond, the Marqueſs 
of Hertford, the Earls of Lindſey and Southampton, toge- 
ther with Dr. Juæon, Biſhop of London, they having Leave 
to go to the Interment, but were not permitted to attend 
their Sovereign's Corpſe from the Metropolis. Mr. Her- 
bert and Mr. Mildmay then immediately ſubmitted to theſe 
Noblemen the chooſing of a Place for the Burial of their 
Royal Maſter : One of the Lords ſtriking with his Staff 
upon the Pavement, perceived a hollow Sounding, and 
thereupon ordering the Stones and Earth to be removed, 
there appeared a Deſcent into a Vault. This ſeemed to 
the Governor, to be an accidental Diſcovery, but the 
Flace and Cavity were privately intimated to them by an 
old Cavalier, one of the Poor Knights of Wind/or. Upon 
opening the Place, they found two Coffins of Lead, the 
larger of them being in the Middle of the Vault, and the 
lefler on one Side : Theſe were, with good Reaſon, ſup- 
poſed to be the Bodies of King Henry the Eighth, and his 
beloved Queen Jane Seymour, (Mother to King Edward 
the Sixth) and that the vacant Room on the Left Side of 
the larger Coffin was probably intended for his Wife Queen 
Katherine Parr, who ſurvived him. The Velvet Pall that 
covered theſe Coffins, ſeemed extreamly freſh, tho' they 
had been there above an hundred Years. 

The Lords having reſolved that the King's Body ſhould 
be there depoſited, gave Directions that every Thing 
ſhould be got ready for the Interment ; in the mean time 
gave the Sexton ſtri&t Orders to lock the Chapel-door, and 
not to ſuffer-any one to ſtay therein. 'The Sexton did his 
beſt to clear the Chapel, and to keep every one out of it ; 
but notwithſtanding his Care and Caution, his Servant 
diſcovered a Foot-Soldier, that having found Means to 
hide himſelf, had crept down into the Vault, and cut away 


a large Portion of the Velvet Pall which covered the big- 


ger 
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ger Coflin. The Governor being informed of this, or- 
dered the Soldier to be puniſhed according to his Demerits. 
On Friday, February the gth, the King's Body bein 

brought down from his Bed-chamber into St. George's-Hall, 
was there reſted, and after ſome little Stay, it was carried, 
with a ſlow and ſolemn Pace, by Gentlemen in Mourning, 
the four Noblemen before-mentioned, in Mourning like- 
wiſe, bearing up the Corners of the Pall. The Corps 
being ſet down near the Place of Burial, the Biſhop of 
London ſtood, with a Prayer-Book in his Hands, ready to 
have performed the laſt Duties to his dead Sovereign; but 
Colonel Whichcet, the Governor, would not ſuffer him to 
read the Service : Upon which the Lords urged the Con- 
ſent of the Committee for that Purpoſe. The Governor 
ſaid, That it was very improbable that the Parliament 
would permit the Uſe of what they had ſo ſolemnly 
aboliſhed, and thereby deſtroy their own Act. The Lords 
replied, That there was a Difference between deſtroying 
their own Act, and diſpencing with it, and that. ſeldom 
or never any Power ſo binds its own Hands as to totally 
diſable itſelf : But theſe Arguments availed not with him, 
who was determined and inflexible. Thus with little or 
no Solemnity, yet with much Sorrow and Lamentation, 
was this once great Monarch, committed to the Earth. 
On the Coffin was faſtened an oblong flat Piece of Lead, 
upon which was inſcribed 


KI NG CHARLES 164% 


The Corps being let down into the Vault, the Black 
Velvet Pall, that had before covered it, was then ſpread 
over it, and the Earth and Stones which had been taken 
up were replaced, which the Governor ſtaid. to ſee com- 
pleatly done; then ordering the Chapel-doors to be ſe- 
curely lock d, he himſelf took the Keys and departed. 

Upon the Return of King Charles the Second, above ten 
Years after the Murther of his. Father, it was generally ex- 
pected, that the Body ſhould have been removed from 
that obſcure Burial, and with due Ceremony and Solem- 
nity, have been depoſited amongſt his Royal Anceſtors, 
in King Henry the Sewenth's Chapel at Weſftminfer + 
And this was fully intended to be done, but an unſur- 
mountable Obſtacle prevented it. The Duke of Richmond 
was dead before the King was reſtored ; the Marqueſs of 

Hertford 
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Hertford lived but a very ſhort Time afterwards, and was 
Tcarcely ever out of his Apartment after his Majeſty re- 
turned to Yhitehall. The Earl of Linaſey and the Earl of 
Southampton, at the King's ſpecial Deſiie, went down to 
Winder, taking with them ſuch of their own Servants, as 
were preſent.at the late King's Interment : But the Con- 
Fuſion. which Things were in, when they were laſt there, 
and the Alterations which were begun to be made, in 
order to reſtore the Chapel to ſome Decency, had ſo 
perplexed their Memories, that they could not ſatisfy 
themſelves whereabouts the Royal Corpſe had been in- 

terr'd ; and having cauſed the Ground to be opened in 
two or three Places, and not meeting with any Traces, 


or Circumſtances to encourage them to Search, they de- 


ſiſted ; and returning to Court, gave his Majeſty an Ac- 
count of their Diſappointment, —_— all further 
Thoughts of the Removal were laid aſide, though the 
Reaſons were communicated but to a very few. 

Tho', for Cauſes juſt mention'd, publick Obſequies 
were not performed in Honour of King Charles, it has, 


however, been much wonder'd at, that no Monument or 


Cenotaph, ſuitable to his high Rank, was ever erected to 
the Memory of a Prince, whoſe tranſcendent Virtues, have 


added Dignity to human Nature, and given a new Luſtre 
even to Majeſty itſelf. 


A well-meant ſomething of this Sort, was indeed done 
by the loyal Pariſhioners-of St. Olawe's in Silwer- Street, 
London, who (ſoon after the Reſtoration) graced their 
Church with a painted Pourtrait of this excellent King, 
below-which appeared his own Works in Folio, and under 
all was the * Inſcription. | 


M. S. 
Sanctiſſimi Regis, et Martyris, CAROLI. 
Siſte Viator, 
Luge, Obmuteſce, Mirare! 
| Memento CAROLI ILLIUS, 
Nominis pariter, & Pietatis Inſigniſſimæ, P RIM, 
MAGN.E BRITANNIZ REGIS: 


Qui 


1 
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Qui Rebellium Perfidia primo Deceptus, 

Dein Perfidorum Rabie Percuſſus, 
Inconcuſſus tamen LEGUM & FIDEI DEFENSOR, 
Schiſmaticorum Tyrannidi Succubuit. 

Anno 
Salutis Humana, MDCXLVIII. 
Servitutis noſtrz, J 
| Primo, 


Felicitatis ſuæ, 
Corona Terreſtri Spoliatus, Coeleſti Donatus. 
Sileant autem Perituræ Tabellz: 
Perlege Reliquias, vere ſacras, CAROLINAS, 
| >  - In Que, : 
Sui Mnemoſynen, ære perenniorem, 
Vivaciùs exprimit 
1 | Illa, Illa, 
; EIKON BASILIKE. 


A Tranſlation of the above is bere attempted. 


Sacred to the Memory 
Of that moſt pious King, and Martyr, CHARLES. 
Stay Paſſenger, | 
Bewail, be dumb, be aſtoniſhed ! 
Contemplate That CHARLES, 
THE FIRST, of his Name, and his moſt exemplary Piety, 
ENG of GREAT BRITAIN: 
Who, betrayed by the Perfidy of Rebels, 
|  Perſecuted 


3: al 
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Perſecuted by the Malice of Traytors, 
(Tho' ſtill the firm Defender of our Faith and Laws) 
Fell by the Tyranny of Schiſmaticks, 

In the Year | S 
Of Ilan“ Salvation, 1648. 
Of our Slavery, a 
Of his 4 TE 
Deprived of an earthly Diadem, rewarded with a Celeftial one. 
But be filent every mould'ring Marble ! 
Be read thoſe truly ſacred CAROLINE Remains, 
In which, 
A Monument of Himſelf, more durable than Braſs, 
Is ſo lively portrayed, 
That moſt faithful Record, 
EIKON BASILIEE. 
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Notwithſtanding the Horror and Deteſtation which this 
unparallelled Murther excited in the —— of the Peo- 
le of theſe Nations ; yet, we have lived to ſee the Time, 
hen the Preſs has audaciouſly ventured to juſtify this 
execrable Deed, and the Pulpit ſolemnly attempted to 
extenuate its Guilt, by more than hinting, that King 
Charles's Actings and Behaviour deſervedly brought upon 
him his Perſecutions, and fatal Cataſtrophe : And to add 
ſomewhat of Weight, or, at leaft, of Plauſibility, to theſe 


Inſinuations, one of our bet HISTORIANS has been 


occafionally cited, and after ſome needleſs Recommenda- 
tions of his Uprightneſs and Impartiality, diſingenuous 

uotations, and artial Extras, have been uncandidly 
cull'd from his Firft Volume, in order to caſt Aſperſions 
and Imputations upon the worthieſt of Princes. 

A thorough Exculpation is not here aim'd at; it muſt 
be allow'd that in his Government, there were ſome Er- 
rors, ſome Stretches of Power, that alarm'd and chagrin'd 
a Free People. He had Miniſters; and if we look into 
our earlieſt Annals, and thence downwards, can we there 


meet 


(21) 
meet with a Reign (one or two perhaps excepted) wherein 
miniſterial Meaſures have not, more — leſs, prejudic d and 
leſſen d a Sovereign in the Eſteem and Affections of his 
Subjects? It was King Charles's Unhappineſs to meet with 
morqſe and refractory — ; but as he abhorr'd Cor- 
ruption, he had not Recourſe to thoſe Methods (ſince ſo 
much practiſed) by which a rigid Patriot is ſoftened, and 
even a Majority overcome. | | 

At his Acceſſion to the Crown, he found that his Father 

had left him a di/contented Pedple ; an unneceſſary and eæpen- 

frve War, an incumbred Revenue, and an exhauſt ed Treaſur 73 
together with the Charge of maintaining his Siſter and her 
numerous Iſſue (one of which was the Princeſs Sophia, af- 
terwards Electreſi of Hanover) as they were diveſted of 
their Patrimony, and reduced to great Indigence : In fine, 
King James entailed: upon his Son the Miſeries that befel 
him, having left in the Minds of his Subjects, thoſe Sparks 
of Diſcontent which broke out afterwards into a Flame of 
Civil War. King Charles being unreaſonably and —_— 
denied the uſual and neceſſary Supplies, was by theſe 
chargeable Burdens, and a draining War, ſoon brought 
into great Difficulties and Diſtreſſes; yet amidſt theſe Em- 
barraſments, he took no Steps without the Advice and 
Opinion of his Counſellors and Judges. Some of his 
Miniſtry, indeed, defigned his Ruin ; others, tho' loyal, 
yet too precipitant, were for extending the Prerogative, 
and overftraining the Ties of the Kingly Compact. But well 
would it have been both for him, and his People, had he 
(for his ſuperior Abilities are acknowledged by all) ſteered 
with his own Hands, the Helm of the State, and not dif- 
fidently been directed by the Counſels of others. 

It has been but too faſhionable in theſe later Days, to 
bring railing Accuſations, not only againſt him, but all that 
Royal Houſe. Yet we, and all thoſe who are heartily 
attach'd to the preſent happy Eſtabliſhwent and Succeſ- 
fion, ſhould not only — from any Reflections, but ex- 

1 preſs a reverential Regard for this once illuſtrious Race, 
fince it is the Source and Fountain of our daily Happineſs, 
and of thoſe invaluable Bleſſings, which, for ſix-and- - 
thirty Years, theſe Nations have ſo plentifully enjoyed ; 
as the now reigning Family derive their lineal Deſcent and = 
Claim, from the Siſter of this ſo hardly-cenſur'd 8 | 
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Lord CLIARENDON (as is before hinted) has been 
partially quoted, and his Senſe and Meaning ſophiſtically 
wreſted, in order to charge the martyr'd King : That 
old and equitable Maxim, Avupi aLTERam PARTEM, 
has been quite diſregarded, ſince not the leaſt Notice has 
been taken of whatſoever is there mentioned in his Be- 
half or Juſtification; no Extracts produced from numerous 
Paſſages in that excellent Work, which would eafily van- 


_  _— 


quiſh every Objection, convince even Prepoſſeſſion, and 


abundantly vindicate this calumniated King. 

However, that Hiſtory itſelf, candidly peruſed, is his 
irrefragable Defence, and his Character therein, will be 
his laſting Monument. 1 

The Noble HISTORIAN was well acquainted with 
the Worth and Virtues of this pious and exemplary Prince; 
and when he endeavours #+-refore to render to him his Dues, 
his juſt and ample Eulogy is, ſumm'd up in theſe very 
Words : q 

To conclude, —He was the wortbicſt Gentleman, the 
t beſt Maſter, the beſt Friend, the beſt Huſhand, the beſt 
Father, and the beſt Chriſtian, that the Age in which he 
« lived produced. And if he were not the greateſt King, 
if he were without ſome Parts and Qualitics which have 
« made fome Kings great and happy ; no other Prince 
« was ever unhappy, who was poſſeſſed of half his Vir- 


„ tues and Endowments, and ſo much without any kind 
* of Vice.” | 


Thus the Hiſtorian ;-——and we may ourſelves form 
ſome Notion of the Diſpoſition and Sentiments of this 
unhappy Prince, from one of his own Expreſſions, which 
he, at ſeveral Times, during his Troubles, was heard to 
repeat, vig. ; 


© Crowns and Kingdoms are not ſo valuable as my 
« Honour and Reputation : Thoſe muſt have a Period 
with my Life, — theſe ſurvive to a glorious kind of 
Immortality, when I am dead and gone; a good Name 
« being the Embalming of Princes, and a ſweet 
« Conſecrating of them to an Eternity of Love, and 
Gratitude amongſt Poſterity.“ ä 


I ſhall 


- Sketch of the religious Frenzies, and fanatical Enthuſiaſm 
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I ſhall cloſe the foregoing Accounts with ſome Lines 
out of Claudius Quillet, a French Author, who wrote about 
the Time of this moſt horrid Parricide, and has given us a 
which, at that Jun&ure, raged in this Iſland ; and who 
(tho' a Foreigner) concludes the Paſſage, with allowin 
us Naval Bravery, and acknowledging that we, 'then, had 
fome-Maritime Merit. 


Inde Caletani ſi trajicis æguora ponti, 
AnGLos immanes Regumque a cæde cruentos 
Repperies ; plebem effranem, ſanctiſi; rebellem 
Legibus, et varia cum relligione furentem. 

. Hic audet proprium genium ſequiturg; protervd, 
Unuſquiſque fibi Vates, ſibi Quiſque Sacerdbs, 

rog; animi libito ſuperis imponit honorem. 

Sæpius hinc ire et lacryme, dum ſomnia juctat 
Duiſque ſua, et flrifto defendit credita ferro. 
Nec tantum veteres ritus, cultuſque Deorum, 
Contemerare novis gaudent erroribus ANGL1, 
Hos ctiam in reliquis inſana protervia ducit, 
Et ſi qua antiquas convellat Opinio mentes 
Hance ſubito arripiunt, et toto pectore firmant. 
Mon tamen omni laude carent ; Hos nautica virtus 
Ornat, et immenſi divina peritia ponti. 


I have here attempted a Tranſlation of the above, as 
an Engliſb Verſion may be agreeable, in ſhewing (to every 
Capacity) the Sentiments of the French Poet. 5 


The + Caletanian Straits now paſs d, you'll find 
The boiſt'rous Britains of a barbarous Kind, 
A headſtrong People, violent, and rude, 
In Blood of DN Majeſty imbru'd : 
Rejecting ancient Rites, this frantic Race 
Religions ſtrange, in various Forms, embrace ; 
And with enthuſiaſtick Zeal poſſeſt, 
Each to himſelf's a Prophet and a Prieſt ; 
Then, as his Brain new-fangled Fancies fill, 
He models his Devotions to his Will : 


+ Calats. 


Hence 


(24). 


Hence frequent Feuds, fince Each aſſerts his Scheme, 
And with his Sword maintains the darling Dream. 
Not Heav'n alone, theſe Schiſmaticks offend, 
Who with old Worſhip modern Errors blend ; 
But in moſt other Points, they're ſoon miſled, 
And catch, and keep each new Opinion ſpread. 

Yet, Theſe have Worth; — compleatly ſkill'd, They 

reign 


Lords of the Deep, and Maſters of the Main. 


